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TEUTONS HELD
IN DASH UPON
VENICE COAST

Reinforced Armies of King Em-
manuel Turning Tables on|
Austro-Germans; Enemy
Forces Now Being Shifted
(Axsocisted Press by U. 8. Naval Wirsiess.)

ME, Italy, Dec, 22.—Italian|
& " forces in the region of Monte
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With Santa Claus on

His Christmas ‘‘Drive”
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i LGOKS IIKE. 1 e’y!ruzn. COnST FRIENDS THIS XMMS

Cartoonist John Zane, the Chinese artist, mmpanylng Santa Claus around Honolulu. Here are a few of his pictorial impressions.
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- | Walalua plantations.

[ Army Officers
~ Exempt From
‘ Income Taxes

That army officers are exsmpt
from paymeént of the income tax is
‘ the important intormation carried
in a cable o Brig.-Gen. John P,
Wisser today from Washington.
All withholdings which have been
made thus far this year om ac-
count. of the tax are to be re-
turned to otticers. The decision
will affect virtually every officer
in the Hawalian department with
the possible exception of a few
second leutepnants on minimum
pay.

" Income tax returns of the calen-
dar year of 1917 are to be made,
however, between Jan. 1 and
March 1, 1918. The. cable states
in part ta~* “no further withhold-
ings of income {ax from individ-
pals will be made at source by
distributing quartermasters, nor
are they in foreign territory re-
quired to withhold normal tax of
2 percentym from amounts paid
t0 foreigners as laborers, inter-
preters and other similar em-
ployes, or from rentals paid for
buildings in such countries.”

3 PLANTATIONS
ATTACKED BY ANT
PEST, REPORT

Reports were current on the street
today, especially on the broker's
curbs, o the effect that the white ant
pest was invading Oahu, Honolulu and
H. P. Agee, di-
rector of the Hawailan Sugar Plant-
ers’ Experimental Station, said the
station had heard nothing of the im-
vasion.

“There iz nothing to be alarmed
about,” sald Mr. Agee. “I believe that
the rumor has come from the report
made at the Hawaiian Sugar Planters’
meeting, when our own entomologist
told of finding and destroying a small
nest of white ants which had eaten
the cane on Ozhu plantation
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forced a shortage of sugar to

says:

“Sugar men created a sugar short-
age to force economy on the Ameri-
can people,” former Governor George
R. Carter of Hawalii, who is one of the
islands’ greatest sugar producers,
said last night. Carter is at the Hotel
St. Francis, direct from New York,
where he was studying the sugar sit-
uation.

“There is no guestion that the fix-
ing of the import price on raw sugar
helped create a shortage,” said Carter.
“Ananother reason was.the hoarding,
but there would bave been no hoard-
ing if the import price had not been
fixed, as with the coming of the new
crop prices might have declined and
middlemen who have hoarded thous-
ands of tons now would have been
more chary and probably would have

January. Once the January crop be-
gins arriving there need be no shor!-
age, and sugar men feel that with the
greater. economy being exercised by
the American people there may be
more sugar than needed. At least this
is liable to be a great post-war prob-
lem.”

———————

CONSCRIPTION FAILS.

MELBOURNE, Australia, Dec. 22

Apparently conscription has been de-
feated at the polls here, unless the
overseas soldier poll changes the
vote. The incomplete returns show
749,000 votes for conscription and 922 -
000 against.

the only instance we have on record
where it had damaged sugar cane. The
white ant is the samg pest which de
stroyed the old flag pole in the capito]
ground. [ do not think “that they will
prove to be serioms.” -

It was learned tbat a number of in-
terested sugar men left this afternoon
for a visit to these plantations in or-
der to ascertain if there is any truth
in the rumor that the white ant pest

4. TBe white ang found in that spot is;
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Former Governor George R.
Francisco Chronicle of December 15 with intimating in an in-
terview that Food Administrator Hoover and the sugar men

CARTER CHARGES SUGAR MEN
 RESPONSIBLE FOR SHORTAGE

-In San Francisco Interview Former Governor of Hawaii Declares
Fixing of Import Price Helped to Create Shortage Which Was
Desired By Food Board to Effect Economy

Carter is credited by the San

effect economy. The Chronicle

Lack of Sugar
Laid to Hoover
~ By Spreckels

WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 14, —
Blame for the sugar shortage in the
East was charged to the food adminis-
| tration’s fixed import price by Claus
| A. Spreckels, president of the Federal

bought just enough to tide them until | Sugar Refining Company, testifying!

(today before the semate investigating
committee. He asserted that raw
| sugar from Cuba was passing through

New York for Canada, where refiners

are permitted to pay higher prices.
Spreckels, who said his - refinery
| was closed because of lack of supplies,

ra!tw charged that Earl A. Babst, pre-

| Company, and George M. Rolph, broth-,

|er of Mayor James Rolph, Jr. of 8an
il’-‘mcisco and general manager of the
{ California-Hawaiian Sugar Refining
| Company, in their positions as agents
{of the food administration had been
{ unduly active in getting raw supplies

| for the American company. Babst is

| chairman of the International Sugar;

| Committee, created by the adminis-
| tration, Which fixed the price to be
 paid for raw sugar coming from out-
side the United States or its terri-
tories at $6.90 a hundred pounds.
Rolph is head of the fo6d administra-
tion’s sugar division and a member of
the international committee,

When t'e supply was getting low
in October, Spreckels testified he ask-

 _ (Continued on Page Two,)
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BROWN STARTS
PROBE OF WILL
CONSPIRACY

City Attorney.Says Case Will
Be One of First Presented
to 1918 Jury

g

City Attorney A. M: Brown announc-
ed today that one gf the first cases he
expects to present® the 1918 grand
jury for investigation will be based
on the circumstances surrounding ar
alleged conspiracy to have probated
a document purporting to be the last
will of the late Queen Liliuockalani.
This document was thrown out of cir
cuit court yesterday by Judge C. W.
Ashford, who held it to be fraudulent.
The city attorney will not ask a pre-
liminary investigation in police court

The work of gathering evidence in
the alleged conspiracy case has al
ready been begum by the city attor-
ney's office. While Attormey Brown
will mention the names of only three
persons as believed to have connec-
tion with the affair—J. M. Kealoha,
Rev. Sam Kamakaia and “Princess™
Theresa Belliveau—he intimates that
there may be others who will be ask-
ed to tell what they know concerning
the alleged will

Kealoha and Kamakaia, “witness
| es” to the alleged will, testified under
{oath in Judge Ashford’s court yester-
day afternoon that néither had sign-
ed the document in the late gueen”
presence, but in  the
“Princess” Theresa and
quest. The mention of |
' Lota reczlls a story recenm
Star-Bulletin to the effect
named Lota was supposed
beer on the veranda of the
home and seen the signing of
in her presence as he looked
a window.”

With the frandulent 1917
throwd out, there now remains
probate the will of December 3,
and to this Delegate K
claims to be the mext of kin
heir at law of the
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FOUD CRISIS;
POOR RISE UP

' Socialist Organ Vorwaerts is
' Open in Its Criticism of Dis-
crimination; Trotzky Hints
That Bolsheviki Will Oppose
Kaiser -
(Assoclated Prem by U. 8. Naval Wireles.)
ONDON, Eng., Dee. 22
News has come here from
| Maestricht, Holland, that work-
men arriving from Essen say
the Great Krupp plant has
been burning for 24 hours. It
is impossible to obtain any
further details.

LONDON, Eng., Dec. 22.—A Rew-
ter's despatch from Amsterdam says
that the Socialist paper Vorwaeris
plainly criticises the government for
permitting the present food situation
in Germany. It says that the wealthy
people have not been forblddem to
hoard food and are doing so at the ax» =
pense of the poorer classes, and higts
| at open rebellion because of this dis
crimination. Unless there is improve-
ment, says the Vorwaerts, “we might -
have within a month an absolute ca&» =
tastrophe.” .

This Governor °

. 5. Naval Wireless.)
PHOBNIX, Arie.-Dec.
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| After Campbell was declared elected,
Hunt withdrew from the executive
mansion but carried on the fight Ia

(Associated Press by U. & Nawal
PETROGRARQ, Russia, Dec. -
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